PATENT 

App. Ser. No.: 10/757,793 
Atty. Dkt. No. ROC920030291US1 
PSRef. No.: IBMK30291 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Cancelled) A method for applying annotations to multiple versions of a 
document, comprising: 

providing an interface allowing a user to specify how an annotation created for 
one version of a document should be applied to one or more subsequent versions of the 

document. 

2. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1, wherein a set of options presented to the 
user to specify how an annotation should be applied to the subsequent versions 
depends, at least in part, on a type of the document. 

3. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1, wherein a set of options presented to the 
user to specify how an annotation should be applied to the subsequent versions 
depends, at least in part, on a role of the user. 

4. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1, wherein the interface allows a user to 
specify whether the annotation should apply to multiple versions of the document. 

5. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1, wherein the interface allows a user to 
specify whether a different copy of the annotation should be created for subsequent 
versions of the document. 

6. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1, wherein the interface allows the user to 
specify whether or not an authorized user must validate the annotation prior to applying 
it to a subsequent version of the document. 

7. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1 , wherein the interface allows the user to 
specify that the annotation, when viewed from a subsequent version of the document, 
should be marked as unverified. 



8. (Cancelled) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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detecting a change in tine current version of tlie document resulting in the 
subsequent version of the document; and 

applying the annotation to the subsequent version of the document, as specified 
by the user via the interface. 

9. (Original) A method for managing annotations for multiple versions of 
documents, comprising: 

selecting one or more annotation versioning policies dictating how annotations 
made for a current version of a document should be applied to a subsequent version of 
the document; and 

allowing creators of annotations for a current version of a document to select one 
or more of the annotation versioning policies to dictate how the annotations should be 
applied to subsequent versions of the document. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein at least one of the annotation 
versioning policies dictates that annotations made for a current version will not be 
applied to subsequent versions of the document. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the one or more annotation 
versioning policies selected are applied at the document level, to all annotations created 
for a document. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein at least one of the annotation 
versioning policies dictates that an annotation created for a current version of a 
document will be applied to subsequent versions of the document. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein at least one of the annotation 
versioning policies dictates that an authorized user must validate an annotation created 
for a current version of a document before the annotation is applied to subsequent 
versions of the document. 
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14. (Cancelled) A computer-readable medium containing a program for managing 
annotation for multiple versions of documents which, when executed by a processor 
performs operations comprising: 

providing an interface allowing a user to create an annotation for a current 
version of a document and to specify how the annotation should be applied to a 
subsequent version of a document. 

15. (Cancelled) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, wherein the interface 
allows the user to specify the annotation should not be applied to a subsequent version 
of the document. 

16. (Cancelled) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, wherein the interface 
allows the user to specify different annotation records containing the annotation should 
be created for each subsequent version of the document. 

17. (Cancelled) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, wherein the interface 
allows the user to specify the annotation should be applied to a subsequent version of 
the document only if validated by an authorized user. 

18. (Cancelled) A data processing system, comprising: 

at least one application for manipulating a document; 

an annotation store for storing annotation records containing annotations for the 
document; 

one or more interface screens, accessible from the at least one application, 
allowing a user to specify how an annotation created for one version of the document 

should be applied to subsequent versions of the document. 

19. (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 18, further comprising an 
executable component configured to: 

detect changes resulting in a subsequent version of the document; and 
apply the annotation to the subsequent version of the document in a manner 
specified by the user via the one or more interface screens. 
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20. (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 19, wherein: 

at least one of the interface screens allows the user to specify the annotation 
should be applied to subsequent versions of the document; and 

the executable component is configured to modify an annotation record 
containing the annotation to reflect changes in the subsequent version of the document. 

21 . (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 19, wherein the executable 
component is configured to modify an index in the annotation record indicating a 
corresponding annotated portion of the document. 

22. (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 19, wherein at least one of the 
interface screens allows the user to specify an authorized user must validate an 
annotation before applying it to a subsequent version of the document. 

23. (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 22, wherein the executable 
component is configured to notify the authorized user to request validation of the 
annotation upon detecting changes resulting in a subsequent version of the document. 

24. (Cancelled) The data processing system of claim 23, wherein the executable 
component is further configured to: 

receive input from the authorized user indicating a portion of the subsequent 
version of the document corresponding to the annotation; and 

modify, based on the input received from the authorized user, an annotation 
index in an annotation record containing the annotation. 

25. (Original) A method for managing annotations for multiple versions of 
documents, comprising: 

defining a set of available annotation policies, each dictating how an annotation 
created for one version of a document should be applied to one or more subsequent 
versions of the document; and 

providing an interface allowing a user to select one or more of the available 
annotation policies to be applied to the annotation. 
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26. (Original) Tine method of claim 25, wherein defining a set of available 
annotation policies comprises associating one or more annotation policies for use with 
annotations made for a certain type of document. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the annotation policies provided to 
the user in the interface is determined, at least in part, on a credential of the user. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, wherein the annotation policies provided to 
the user in the interface is determined, at least in part, on a type of document 
associated with the annotation. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein defining a set of available 
annotation policies comprises defining the set of available annotation policies by an 
administrator, wherein the administrator and the user are different entities. 



575588_4.DOC 



Page 6 



